4



Canadian History - Confederation


Name
Institution
Course Code: Course Name
Instructor
Due Date








Canadian History - Confederation
Nationalism refers to the doctrine or practice of promoting the collective interest above the interest of an individual, other nations, or region. Nationality can also be described as a shared sense of identity held by people with a common background. Canadians are not British subjects even though they share one Queen. The history of Canada is so elusive and understanding the role played by Nationalism in confederation raises raise the demand for the issues that occurred in post Confederation era.
I think Nationalism played a crucial role in bringing the colonies together in a confederation. At the start of post Confederation era, Canada had a fragile "brand." In 1837, patriots of Lower Canada organized a rebellion against imperial authorities as they were subjects of British Douglas (Belshaw,2016). But they were divided as some more imperially oriented Canadians being a “nationalist” implied loyalty to the Nation-State. There was a realization of the need for the common denominator, a shared bond, to unite everyone to bring the colonies together in a confederation.
Canada was divided and comprised of a collection of colonies in 1867. More colonies were added in 1873, which brought more division. There was no sense of nationality. Settling and exploiting the West became a typical project for the colonies. On the other hand, the Western argued that these colonies were not interested in the source of their national identity or pride. To respond to those insecurities, the colonies got rid of National media (unlike the British that had The Times of London), no National Education System. They build on adventures like Boer War to show that they value national consciousness. The imperial also put trust in the Canadian Navy and made the Imperial fleet a symbol of Canada. A more consensus Canada was therefore built upon the nationality identity.
After the Confederation era, a stamp bearing Queen Victoria's likeness was used to symbolize national identity. This was a powerful message of unity. The first Canadian movement in the 1870s showed some glimmers of Nationalism (Barlow & Campbell,1991). The importance of all these nationalities came to light in the 1930s as Canada gained greater independence from the British. Creating a language of national heritage that focused on the Euro-Canadian narrative eclipsed other possible identities. The dilemma of Canadian Nationalism occurred when Prime minister Wilfrid Laurier lost over the modestly independent naval policy and scheme of reciprocity with the United States. This occurrence showed the role that Nationalism has played and held for the past decades. 
A perfect example of how Nationalism played a crucial role in bringing the colonies together in confederation is the nationalist movement in English speaking. Canada was weakened by the division that raised out of attitude to Quebec nationalism. The integrity of Canada was threatened out of this division. The division was settled by voting, which Canadian Nationalism won.
In a nutshell, Nationalism played a crucial role in bringing the colonies together in a confederation. The importance of nationality can only be realized by looking at the situation of Canada and the events that to place before the confederation. 
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